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Organizations fight tooth 
and nail for cash 
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Organization 

Requested 

Received 

Organization 

Requested 

Received 

Apache cheer 

7500 

3500 

Apache Drumline 

10000 

3500 

HSO 

10572 

3000 

TJC Paintball 

14000 

750 

Apache belles 

15000 

5000 

RHA 

11900 

7500 

PTK 

13915 

4385 

AAC 

6000 

3500 

Kappa Kappa Psi 

5000 

3500 

BSM 

5000 

3000 

CJSA 

12630 

5500 

Student Senate 

4221 

2900 

SNA 

11919 

5500 

Apache Pow Wow 

8892 

1600 

Phi Rho Pi 

16960 

7000 

CCfC 

250 

250 

BSA 

10750 

6500 

Anime Club 

5480 

2280 

SAFE 

1460 

0 

Touch of Gold 

9500 

2700 

Las Mascaras 

3925 

1800 

TJC Real Talk 

8052 

750 

Wesley Foundation 

6200 

3000 
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Some campus organizations are left in shock, while 
others are ecstatic about the funding they've received 


By Cory McCoy 

Editor-in-chief 

A small committee of students and faculty get together each 
semester to decide how $78,000 of student money is spent. This 
money comes from the small Student Service Fee seen on each 
student’s detailed costs and tuition list. For each credit hour there 
is a $2 fee, with a maximum of $26 per student. 

“I attend the sessions, but I don’t vote ... I observe,” said 
Dr. Juan Mejia, vice president of student affairs. Mejia’s office 
chooses the committee members and oversees deliberations. 

The committee is comprised of 10 people. Seven students 
are selected based on their leadership initiatives and diversity 
by Regina Williams, the administrative assistant of the office of 
Student Affairs, with the support of three faculty members. The 
SSFAC committee hears proposals and then decides which or¬ 
ganizations deserve funding based on five-minute presentations. 

It is somewhat of a competition. Every club must submit a 
proposal of how its money will be spent. This money is used for 
everything from academic necessities, to support programs for 
athletic teams like the Belles and Cheerleaders for away games, 
to student interest groups such as the Anime Club and even re¬ 
ligious organizations. 

The preparation time for the paperwork and proposals can 
take months, like Fall 2013. This Spring, organizations were al¬ 
lowed less than 24 hours for the paperwork and less than a week 


afterward to put together the presentation itself. 

This spring, the biggest surprise seems to have come in 
the form of miscommunication and underfunding of academic 
groups, while religious organizations received far greater fund¬ 
ing than many others in the face of drastic cuts to programs that 
promote the campus’s interests across the state and nation. Many 
groups have been left scrambling to find ways to fund competi¬ 
tions and conferences where they represent TJC. 

“To date we have not received any additional funding. We 
have had to cut a couple of tournaments. The administration is 
going to try to help us with our travel to nationals if we are still 
short on funds,” said M’Liss Hindman, speech professor and fac¬ 
ulty sponsor of Phi Rho Pi, the campus speech and forensics 
team. 

All the while, athletic organizations are exempt from the 
process. These are seen as necessities, while competitions in fo¬ 
rensics, speech, journalism, dance and many others are not. 

Some faculty sponsors see this as damaging to their groups. 
While not competing, Students Advocating For Equality, for¬ 
merly S.A.G.E., is attempting to offer free HIV testing to stu¬ 
dents among other services. As one of the newer club sponsors 
on campus, S.A.F.E.’s Professor Melanie Ward has experienced 
a bit of difficulty with the SSFAC process. 

Ward was somewhat shocked to find out that it seemed as 

— see SSFAC page 3 — 


Gratuity changes 
leave student 
servers in a bind 


By April Earl 

Feature Editor 

A party of 30 hungry guests enters a local restaurant 
to be served. Two servers are assigned to this party, putting 
their sweat and hard work into making sure everything goes 
smoothly, refilling drinks and pre-bussing heavy, dishes. As 
the large party leaves, the servers hope that they have been 
rewarded for their work. However, once they open that black 
server book, they see all that hard work was for nothing be¬ 
cause the tip line reads zero dollars. 

As of Jan. 1, 2014, the IRS started treating gratuity as a 
service charge, and automatic gratuity is no longer in place for 
large parties. 

“Tips normally will bring wages well over $10 an hour 
for servers,” said Bob Westbrook, a member of the East Texas 
Restaurant Association. 

Restaurants were faced with two choices; to cut out auto¬ 
matic gratuity on large parties completely or make it a service 
charge. At the end of the night, the restaurant will put it on 
their paycheck and it will become taxable. 

“It’s not fair for the servers because there’s always a chance 
for them not to be tipped,” said Westbrook. 

According to The Wall Street Journal, most restaurants 
will discontinue the practice of automatic gratuity on large 
parties. 

M lf you coni afford to Up your server do not go 
out to oar 

-Megan Mitchell 
Business Administration Major 


Sherri Peralta is currently working at the Diner in Tyler 
and has been in the restaurant business for 25 years. Back in 
1988, she was making $2.01 per hour and has only got a 12 
cent raise since. 

“People need to be more aware of how they treat their 
server,” said Peralta. 

According to the Women’s Media Center, since 1991, 
servers have been getting $2.13 per hour and statistically, more 
than 70 percent of servers today are women. Servers that work 
off tips are three times for likely to live in poverty than the rate 
of the general workforce. 

“As college students, we’re just trying to use this as a step¬ 
ping stone ... we’re having to work harder and take out extra 
time from studying,” said Candice Booker, radiology major at 

TJC. 

Westbrook explained that students especially need flex¬ 
ible hours being in school and that is the one thing that the 
restaurant business can offer. 

“If it wasn’t for the servers, the restaurants wouldn’t be 
making any money at all,” said Destiny Osteen, nuclear phar¬ 
macy major at TJC. 

The servers basically run the area like their own personal 
business. They get the clientele or “regulars” and give the res¬ 
taurant business. 

— see GRATUITIES page 3 — 


Homeless and trying to conquer the cold: Part 2 of Camp PS 91 


By Favlan Quezada 

Managing Editor 

Editors note: Favian Quezada lived in Tent City and with Camp 
PS 91 for a month. This is thefirst part of a three part series about his 
experiences with the residents and the month he spent homeless. 

Making it through the first week was a challenge to say the 
least. Running water, heat and privacy was no longer the daily 
norm and staying warm was our main priority. The seventh day 
brought the coldest night of the year, with temperatures falling 
to the teens. Keeping warm was a struggle. 

The next morning brought frost and a cold that felt as 
though it were trying to suffocate me with every breath I took. 
AJ, my filming partner, and I were the only ones who woke for 
breakfast, a trend that would happen more and more through the 
weeks, and we couldn’t have arrived sooner. Inside, the building 
was filled with people who were as cold, if not colder, than us. 
The luxury of a sleeping bag wasn’t one most had in Tent City, 
most lying on the floor of their tents covered in as many blankets 
as they could find. 



Photo by Favian Quezada 

WALK OF SALVATION Local homeless people go to the 
Salvation Army for a hot meal and warm shower after a long 
restless night. 

Eating the eggs, the slop of grits and soggy toast was the 
least of my worries that morning. I was just happy to have a meal 
and stay out of the cold, even if it was for only 30 minutes. 


“I hate grits,” said AJ, “you want them?” 

“Na man,” I replied, “thanks though.” 

I hate grits too, but, when you’re hungry you’ll eat just about 
anything. Three packets of sugar, a little syrup if there were pan¬ 
cakes that morning, and they’re not too bad. 

I couldn’t help but think of how we were going to stay warm 
with the little bit of wood we had left at the camp. Finishing up 
and heading back we decided it was time to cut down our first 
tree. 

Walking in the camp we grabbed an axe and handsaw then 
walked into the woods, but not too far in since we were already 
living in them. Coming across a tree that looked fairly easy to 
knock down, about 10 inches in circumference, I aimed the axe 
like a baseball player getting ready to take his stance, and with all 
my strength, I swung. The axe hurled through the air and hit the 
tree. It didn’t seem to even put a dent into it. I picked it up and 
swung, again and again, until finally, splinters began to fly away 
in all directions. 

— j** HOMELESS/wg? 3 — 
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Questions or concerns? Email: tjcnews@tjc.edu 
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Self-harm is an epidemic, but there is help 


Column HHHHH 

About one in five college students self-harm. 
According to the CDC, 713,000 cases of self-in¬ 
flicted wounds ended in hospitalization in 2010. 

A study by Cornell University and Princ¬ 
eton researchers found that 20 percent of female 
students and 14 percent of males, 17 percent to¬ 
tal, “report that they have cut, burned, carved or 
harmed themselves in other ways (according to) 
the largest study on self-injurious behavior (SIB) 
in the United States to date. 

However, fewer than 7 percent of the students 
studied had ever sought medical help for their 
self-inflicted physical injuries.” Students engage 
in self-harm as a coping mechanism. Whether it 
is due to financial problems, relationship issues or 
difficulty in school, these students will end up in¬ 
flicting serious bodily harm as a means of dealing 
with the issue. 

With self-harm comes a certain stigma, the 
students believe that they will be looked down on 
by others if their peers were to find out. So instead 
of seeking counseling or help from family, the stu¬ 
dents will attempt to hide the injuries, usually by 
cutting or burning in places that can be easily cov¬ 
ered by clothing. 



Cory McCoy 

Editor in Chief 


One in five. This is the same number of col¬ 
lege students who are sexually assaulted each 
year. The same number who admit to abusing ad- 
deral or even catch a sexually transmitted disease. 
When we see a story with these facts, society de¬ 
mands action. Students support each other and 
try to make change possible. Why? Because one 
in five of your friends suffering might be suffering 
and need your help. Evidence of prior self-harm is 
found in nearly half of all suicide cases. 

This is a recognized condition according 
to the Diagnostic Statistical Manual of Mental 
Disorders and can be related to emotional abuse, 
anxiety, depression, post-traumatic stress disorder 
and many more conditions that are treatable and 
nothing to be ashamed of. 

We have an obligation, not only as friends 
and family, but as fellow members of the same 
community to help and support each other when 


the need arises. The first step toward helping that 
one student one of every five is getting a dialogue 
started. 

Resources are available on campus and off. If 
you or anyone you know needs help, please contact 
TJC’s crisis counselors. 


STUDENT RESOURCES 


Counselors 

Tracey Williams 

Licensed Professional Counselor (LPC) 

Tutor Coordinator/Learning Specialist 
Phone: 903-510-2041 
Office: RSC-302 
e-mail: twil@tjc.edu 
Margaret Rapp 

Licensed Professional Counselor (LPC) 

Office: RSC-261 
Phone: 903-510-2878 
e-mail: mrap@tjc.edu 

Emergency Situations 

The campus clinic on the second floor of the 
Roger's Student Center is open 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Monday through Friday. 



It’s that time again, get out and vote 


Editorial 


Early voting for the March primaries involving races 
at the state level to determine who is on the ballot in No¬ 
vember beginning on Feb. 18. 

So what does that mean for us as college students? 

To begin with, our demographic, whether we are 
traditional or non-traditional students, has been a focus 
for candidates in recent elections. They have thought that 
appealing to a younger age group will help their chances. 

Second, voting is a right given to us by the Constitu¬ 
tion. It is our opportunity to let our voice be heard. I am 
sure we have all heard the argument, “I am only one vote, 
mine wont matter.” But as recent elections have shown, 
every vote is important.” 

Novembers elections wont be as high profile as the 
one two years ago when President Barack Obama was re¬ 
elected. But it is important none-the-less. 

Next fall, voters will choose the next governor of our 


state to replace Rick Perry. Even though the primaries are 
just around the corner, the race is shaping up to feature 
Democrat Wendy Davis against Republican Greg Abbott. 

Some of the issues sure to be debated between the 
two are health care (especially for women), education, the 
economy and immigration. They are some of the same ones 
that will be featured in the national election in two years. 

Many of us are affected by these issues, whether di¬ 
rectly or indirectly. Healthcare could affect our parents and 
then trickle down to us. Immigration reform could affect 
our friends and family and thus have an effect on us. Edu¬ 
cation ... well, that is what we are here for. 

In addition to the gubernatorial race, races for seats 
in both the U.S. and State legislatures will be decided. 
Many people are asking for a complete overhaul of Con¬ 
gress based on its inability to get things done with last 
years lockout. 

If we are looking for things to change, many consider 
an overhaul in Washington to be one of the first steps. 
Most of the reasons that issues haven’t been passed or even 


considered stems from the fact that we have a Democratic 
president and a Republican Congress. 

Whether our priorities lie in changing the political 
scene nationally or at the state level, forcing the hands of 
politicians on issues such as the ones listed already, makes 
it our responsibility to get out and vote and make a dif¬ 
ference. 

We can’t just sit on our hands and watch the election 
process play out without being a part of it and then com¬ 
plain about the results. 

Make the effort to get involved. Our future depends 
on every election. These are the people that govern our cit¬ 
ies, our state and our nation. They depend on us to support 
and elect them as much as we depend on them to make 
our lives better. 

So get out, take pride in a right that was fought for 
years ago and help make a difference. 

If we don’t, we have no right to complain about the 
results or the candidates that won before it is time for the 
next round of elections. 


—- 

TJCC OMMENTS We care what you think... 


\ 

Have you checked out MyTJC.News.com? Here are some samples of readers' comments: 

Posted on Feb. 11,2014 
“Officers resign after investigation” 

Posted on Feb. 7,2014 
“Officers resign after investigation” 


Posted on Feb. 16,2014 

“CPR Certification help save lives” 

This is a very distressing article. Are TJC 
Campus police officers really REAL police officers? 
My son is a State DPS Trooper. I know that when 
an officer is in danger. EVERYBODY goes to help. 
The article stated that Ward was the security guard 
for varsity place. I believe that he had every right 
to go help. There was still an officer on campus. 
Officers are supposed to “Go To” areas of need, not 
go the other way! 

I’m certain your missing a lot of the story and 
what happened from the officers point.. Fired 
for responding to a shots fired? helping another 
agency? 40 plus in a fight with one officer? sounds 
like they should be hailed as heroes and the sgt. 
should be held as a coward... 

-Jay 

With being a babysitter CPR is very important 
to know hot to do. a lot of people don’t think it is 
important to know how to do because somebody 
else might know how to do it for you. but you never 
know the situation you could could be in. this is very 
informative and i think everyone should acquire the 
skills in order to administer cpr. 

-Dianca Deleon 

-Sherry Witten 

v 
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Connect 




The Apache Pow Wow student newspaper welcomes readers to voice their 
opinions on articles at mytjcnews.com, or by sending a letter to the editor at: 
tjcnews@tjc.edu. Share your opinions on anything concerning students and 
the TJC community. 

Full articles and comments can be found at mytjcnews.com 
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Do you think more businesses should 
have some kind of college discount for 
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West campus breaks ground on energy building 


By Brian Rhoads 

News Editor 


There is a new addition coming to the TJC West Campus 
for 2014. The new TJC Energy Center will house new classes 
and programs related to the energy industry. This project was 
started from a long-time partnership between TJC and a com¬ 
pany called Luminant. Luminant is a company that makes power 
for East Texas, as well as owning and operating several lignite 
and coalmines throughout Texas. 

“We’ve been working with them for a number of years,” said 
Fred Peters, director of Public Relations and Grant Develop¬ 
ment. “First, they came to us with a need for a place to train their 
existing employees on safety and equipment updates as a regular 
matter of business ... They let us know immediately that there 
was a real need for power plant operators,” said Peters. 

Besides being an expansion to the facilities available on site 
for TJC and Luminant to utilize, the partnership has allowed 
the development of the first associates degree in power plant 
technology in the state of Texas. The expansion project will also 
help relieve an aging workforce in power plant based professions, 
making the project mutually beneficial for both TJC and Lumi¬ 
nant. 

The power plant technology program isn’t the only pro¬ 
gram the Energy Center will provide for students. The proposed 
new programs include: Ammonia Certification, Biomedical 


Equipment Repair, Geothermal Technician, Industrial Electri¬ 
cal Maintenance Technician, Mechanical Technician, Process 
Technology, Robotic and Automated Systems, Solar Technician, 
and Wind Technician. All of these programs will be “terminal 
degrees” meaning that students will get either their certificate or 
associate’s degree and then go right to work. The building will 
be open for use in the fall of 2015, and after approval of the new 
programs by the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board 
and the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools, students 
will be able enroll in the approved programs in the fall of 2015. 

The Energy Center will span over 51,000 square feet and 
will have nine classroorhs and a large 
assembly room. The project is going 
to cost approximately 7.5 million. 

“There’s a piece of equipment 
going into the building called a dash¬ 
board,” said Michael Martin, Project 
Manager for RPR Construction. “It 
has big display screens that monitor 
the energy usage of the entire build¬ 
ing, as well as the A.C. usage. As far 
as technology goes, that’s not some¬ 
thing that you typically see (in con¬ 
struction).” 

Even the outside of the build¬ 
ing is going to be constructed with 


energy conservation in mind. 

“One thing that’s different about the building that you don’t 
see very often is the building envelope (exterior) itself,” said 
Martin. “Normally you have a metal stud wall with sheathing 
and either a brick or stone veneer, but in this case the envelope is 
comprised entirely of two inch thick insulated metal panels, and 
they exceed our energy requirements.” 

The Energy Center project is on schedule and is expected to 
be completed by Nov. 15,2014. A groundbreaking ceremony was 
held on Feb. 19,2014. TJC President Dr. Mike Metke and Tyler 
Mayor Barbara Bass were among the speakers at the ceremony. 



Rendering courtesy of TJC 


GRATUITIES 



“I feel as though the only people who are going to benefit from the removal of automatic 
gratuity are people who do not tip in the first place. People who do tip did not mind paying the 18 
percent because they usually do tip even if it is not that high or low,” said Megan Mitchell, business 
administration major at TJC. 

Westbrook believes this will have a negative impact on the restaurant industry. It increases 
pressure on the restaurant to ensure guest experience. The server used to be ensured the 18 percent 
gratuity on large parties to reward them for taking care of the guests and now what they make is 
completely up to the guest. 

“If you can’t afford to tip your server do not go out to eat,” said Mitchell. 

SSFAC 

- continued from page 1 -—- 

if the committee had outright denied their funding. Ward wasn’t informed until a week later, when 
a student approached Dr. Mejia’s office, that funding from Fall 2013 was rolled over to cover their 
costs this semester. 

“Part of the money that rolled over from last semester is to do a free H.I. V. testing for students 
on campus,” said Melanie Ward, a professor of reading and developmental education. “We feel re¬ 
ally strongly about providing that service to the students because if they were to go to a doctor or 
Planned Parenthood to get an HIV test, it could cost 30-60 and students don’t have it. If you look 
at the demographic, 18-24 year-olds are the largest growing demographic.” 

“Our organization, we have kind of expanded this year ... we kind of decided to take on an 
approach of encompassing all equalities and inequalities. We’re looking at servicing all of the mar¬ 
ginalized populations,” said Ward. 

S.A.F.E. was not denied funding, rather they experienced a very unusual set of circumstances 
where the committee rolled over previous, unused funds which normally return to the pool. 

“As long as we can get the money and ... get everyone situated, as long as we get the cash 
we’re good. The money we got was a decent bit,” said Geoffrey Traylor, president of the Anime 
Club. Traylor doesn’t mind the process of seeking funding. His club also holds frequent bake sales 
to make up any shortfalls. 

The Anime Club requested $5,480 to attend Anime Con in Dallas, they received $2,280. 
Traylor is grateful for the ability to seek funding through this avenue. Anime Con is a convention 
celebrating the anime art style. It is one of the few non-religious organizations that is completely 
non-academic in nature. 

“(During debriefing) one of the students said, ‘I think we need to strengthen our criteria, that 
way as organizations are coming in, we know that these are the things that are very important to 
us and the community,” Mejia said. 

Dr. Mejia understands how the organizations feel when they face a shortfall in funding, be¬ 
cause he goes through a similar process to obtain money for the school. He would recommend that 
any club that felt they needed more funding should “bring it up the flagpole,” so that he and TJC 
President, Dr. Metke can help them meet those goals. Mejia wants to ensure that any organization 
bringing home accolades or recognition for the school gets funding, one way or another. 

Going forward, Mejia would like input from students and faculty, through surveys, on what 
they think the financial priorities for organizations should be. 

HOMELESS 

- continued from page 1 - - - 

AJ decided it was his turn to swing for a bit, which I didn’t mind since I had grown tired due 
to lack of lumberjack training. Swinging and finally knocking it down, we cut off the branches and 
chopped the tree into logs. 

Laying the wood in the fire pit, smoke began to grow thicker and finally a flame flickered to 
life. The pop from the fresh sap still in the logs was a sign of hope that we had successfully started 
the fire back up and were about to be warm. 

As the rest of the camp began to wake, they quickly scrambled to the fireside, arms extended 
as if they were impersonating Frankenstein. The sound of clicking teeth began to die out as people 
began to get warmer. As the sun rose higher into the sky, the air started to warm and the daily 
routine started once again. 

The constant smell of fire would linger on our clothes, displeasing any who had not been 
around the fire themselves. As the fire grew larger and larger, I walked into my tent to sweep it out 
and pick up. 

Having four people in a tent can get kind of messy. Now that it was dropping into the teens 
at night, we invited Brittany and Shane, founders of Camp PS 91, to stay with us to keep the body 
heat up. 

The first week of school started back up and the cold restless nights started to take its toll. I 
have to give credit to AJ too, he was working long hours at KYTX CBS 19 and still maintained 
filming and living in the camp. We were able to be in a building most of the day, I attended classes 
and worked on the newspaper, but we missed meals not being able to leave and make it to the 
Salvation Army on time. Fortunately, we were often blessed to have donors bring food and water 
for such instances. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


WOMEN’S VETERAN ROUNDTABLE 


The Veterans and Community Roundtable is going to address issues that Women Veterans 
have upon returning to their communities. We need your help to do that. Please contact Shirley 
Lindsay at shirley@embarqmail.com or 903-279-6979 

GREAT TEXAS WARRANT ROUND UP 

Smith County is joining forces with 320 other jurisdictions across Texas to participate in 
the largest joint warrant round up in the state. Anyone with outstanding court costs and fines 
has until March 1,2014 to arrange for payment before the warrant sweep begins. On March 1, 
officers will begin visiting homes, neighborhoods and places of work to make arrests. You can 
check to see if you have unpaid court costs online at www.smith-county.com or call the Smith 
County Collections Department at 903-590-4620. 

TJC SPEECH AND DEBATE TEAM 

The TJC Speech and Debate team divided and conquered at both the Texas Community 
College Forensic Association’s state meet, and the Virginia is for Lovers Tournament Swing. 
Congratulations to the following students for a job well done. 

Shanick Ifield - 4th in Program Oral Interpretation 

Jacob Knous - 6th in Extemporaneous Speaking 

Mae Rose Hill and DeShawn Weston- 3rd in Duo Interpretation 

De Shawn Weston- 3rd in Prose Interpretation, and 6th in Dramatic Interpretation 





















































Spring cleaning starts on campus 



Photo by Kevin Ramos 


SPRING CLEANING Pictured here is a trash can outside Rogers Student Center, this is 
an example of students not taking time to throw away their trash properly. Students are 
encouraged to pick up after themselves. 


Students urged 
to pick up after 
themselves 

By Nicole Acosta 

Feature Editor 

Throughout the campus, Tyler Junior Col¬ 
lege does not have a severe trash issue or a dirty 
campus, but the hard work that is put into 
keeping school clean is not always recognized 
and could need some help. 

Faculty, students and the cleaning crew 
around TJC spoke out about how to help keep 
campus clean. Its the little things that add up, 
as simple as picking up something from the 
floor and throwing it in the trash or leaving the 
classrooms clean. 

Employees of GCA, Grahm Crothall As¬ 
sociates had a lot to say about how students can 
help them out and help keep the buildings and 
residential halls clean. 

Ed Macpherson has been part of the Math 
department at TJC for 15 years. 

“All I can really say is the bathrooms,” said, 
Macpherson. “If kids would take better care of 
the bathrooms. For example in the mens rest¬ 
room its as simple as flushing the toilet, using 
paper towels and actually throwing them away 
in the trash can. Its the small things, pick up 
trash around.” 

“In the sitting areas in buildings, pick up 
whats around you. When students have snacks 
instead of throwing them in the trash cans they 
leave them on the tables or all over the floor,” 


said Raschel Johnson working as house keeping 
for 6 years. 

“There are lots of trashcans everywhere,” 
said Johnson 

Out of all the buildings on campus stu¬ 
dents seem to spend a lot their time in the li¬ 
brary. 

We almost never see the library disorga¬ 
nized or dirty, but the workers do have a few 
tips to help out. 

“Every once a week something crazy hap¬ 
pens in the library,” said employee Rochelle 


Breen. “One time someone vomited in the sink.” 

It’s understandable that accidents happen 
but try and keep clean. It’s just little things that 
can be avoided. 

Another library employee and TJC stu¬ 
dent, Daniel Mckenzie explains that it is part 
of their job to keep the library clean. This in¬ 
cludes going around picking up trash, organiz¬ 
ing chairs, and fixing anything out of order. 

“Common courtesy goes along way,” said 
Mckenzie. 

Although it does help to push in your chair 


and throw away your Starbucks trash, “we get 
the little stuff, janitors get the worse,” said Mck¬ 
enzie. 

Other students had different ideas to help 
keep campus clean. 

“Take initiative to put books back in the 
library or anything laying around, “said Luke 
Fauss sophomore mechanical engineer major 
at TJC. 

Along with his friend, Jessica Fisher first 
year sociology major, they both agreed students 
can make better use of the trash cans. 

“If we didn’t have janitors, imagine how 
bad it would be,” said Fauss. 

Fisher’s concern was mainly about the 
girl’s bathrooms throughout campus. 

“Put it in the trash can. Flush it. It’s sim¬ 
ple,” said Fisher. 

Other students suggested having recycling 
bins around school. 

“We should have recycling bins, every¬ 
one drinks water,” said Stacy Arredando, “That 
would help out; it would involve less trash and 
more recycling.” 

Ramiro Cardenas, who is working on his 
associates in biology, said if you see someone 
throw something on the ground, ask them to 
pick it up. 

“If you don’t do it at home, don’t do it 
here,” said Cardenas. 

Simone Henderson a second year nursing 
major thought it would be a good idea to put 
flyers on trash cans to help draw attention so 
students will make use of the trash cans. 

“They should give out warning or citations 
for any violation of trash laying around just like 
they stop you for your lanyards,” Chris Medina, 
a freshmen studying biology said. 

— see CLEAN page 5 — 


Do you really know your professor? 

Professors confess to off-campus hobbies like backpacking and karate 

By Melissa Renick 

Student Life Editor 


Wheelers 
organization 


Some professors at TJC may be carrying around an im¬ 
pressive resume along with that teaching certificate. Students 
will never guess which faculty members have unique interests 
or amazing achievements outside of the classroom. 

“Something off-the-cuff students may be surprised to 
know about me is I’ve had a black belt in karate since 1979, 
which I earned in Greenville, Texas. Also, I used to teach ka¬ 
rate.” Tom Hooten, professor of physics and director of the 
Center for Earth and Space Science Education planetarium 
said. 

Believe it or not, professors do have a life outside of 
teaching, and it might surprise students what unique hobbies 
their very own professor may have. These professors are not 
letting their teaching career define them. 

“I worked professionally as a fighting designer for the 
theatre at major theatres in NYC, Philadelphia, Houston and 
Chicago,"Jacob Davis, a theatre professor at TJC said. “I grew 
up in a small town in the panhandle on the New Mexico/ 
Texas border. The population was less that 50 people, school 
was 30 miles away, we had to travel 40 minutes to even get the 
simplest grocery items like milk. I have enjoyed the fact that I 
was a country boy from a town in the middle of nowhere that 
was able to work at some of the most prestigious theatres in 
America.” 

According to a 2009 article on CNN, college professors 
are ranked as No. 3 in the top 50 best jobs in America. Be¬ 
tween teaching and grading papers, it’s quite impressive the 
amount of achievements and hobbies professors have acquired 
outside of campus. 

“Something students may find surprising about me is 
that I’ve backpacked across the United States, and I lived and 
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FUN FACULTY 

Jacob Davis, (above) 
Theatre professor at 
TJC, did lighting work 
in NYC and Chicago 
before working at TJC. 

Tom Hooten (pictured 
right), Physics 
professor and director 
over the CESSE 
planetarium taught 
karate. 



— see PROFESSORS page 5 — 


By Brett Burks 

Feature Editor 

April 13,1981, May 1994, and August 1991. These are not 
historically significant dates. None the less, these are dates that 
have changed many fives; and continue to do so through an or¬ 
ganization called POWER. 

POWER, or People On Wheels Encouraging Responsibil¬ 
ity, has helped enable independence and celebrated diversity for 
movement impaired people over the last 17 years. 

Michael Carpenter, Judie Moffett and Jarvin Dorsey are 
only a few of the “wheelers” making a difference through POW¬ 
ER. 

“There is a little bit of everything from Rugby to horseback 
riding (in Sports Fest),” said Carpenter, who is affectionately re¬ 
ferred to as “Big Mike.” Carpenter’s favorite thing about POW¬ 
ER has been participating in Sports Fest. 

“Wheelers don’t get out a lot; these are certain days that 
are safe and accessible for us to let everything hang out and cut 
loose,” said Dorsey, who tries to spread awareness about POW¬ 
ER and these events. 

Moffett, one of the founders of POWER, is quick to explain 
that this is a great group to be involved with to get to know 
other wheelers. Moffett says this is a group of positive, indepen¬ 
dent, active wheelers that like to get together for activities. From, 
bowling and pizza, to camping and cookouts, 

Moffett went on to say POWER is always looking for vol¬ 
unteers and more wheelers to join the adventure. 

The next adventures are Saturday, February 22,20l4 at 1pm, 
bowling at Oil Bowl, 1102 W. Cotton Street, Longview, TX. 

Saturday, March 22, 2014 at 1pm Lunar Golf, Longview 
mall 3500 McCann Rd., Longview,TX. 

Kayak and cookout, May 17,2014, noon, at Lake Gladewa- 
ter, 1602 Lakeshore Drive, Gladewater. 


New residential hall to answer 
demand for on-campus living 


By Taira Edney 

Staff writer 



Source : TJC 


NEW RESIDENTIAL HALL Big plans are in the making. Ground breaking starts in March 
and is estimated to be ready fall of 2015. 


Coming soon to Tyler Junior College will 
be a new residential hall. 

“We’re in the planning stage of construct¬ 
ing the residential building and the dirt should 
start turning in March. It’s slated to open in the 
fall 2015,” said Director Auxiliary Services Di¬ 
ana Karol. 

The residential hall is going to be located 
between Baxter and Magnolia and where the 
Purchasing Department and Grace Building is 
located, said Karol. 

The new residential hall is going to be built 
with 250 rooms with 2 beds assign per a room, 
including 4 floors. 

“There will be a roommate that share a full 


bath with another room with two people, and 
the RA will have a private room,” said Karol. 

There hasn’t been a name or rate deter¬ 
mined for the new residential building. It’s still 
being designed as well with the parking lot. 

“We don’t know how we’re going to place 
students in a room with the new residential hall 
yet but there will be a roommate that shares a 
full bath with another room with two people,” 
said Karol. 

The demand to five on campus has grown 
over the years with currendy 971 students on 
campus, including the waiting fist to expand 
with some students not getting a room. 

The Housing application is found on 
Apache Access. Housing applications are ac¬ 
cepted year-round and assignments are made 
based on the date the completed on-line Hous¬ 


ing application is received in the Residential 
Life and Housing Department. Applying and 
completing your Housing file early improves 
the possibility of getting a room on campus. 


There is a $100 one-time, non-refundable Ap¬ 
plication Processing fee. This fee can not be 

— see COMING SOON page 5 — 
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PROFESSORS 

- continued from page 4 - 
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INTRIGUING PROFESSORS TJC head coach Ryan Harrigan (pictured above) took 
the job offer at TJC over pursuing a career in building hot rods. Jim Farley, (pic¬ 
tured below) is the vocational nursing professor and has lived in New Zealand. 


worked in New Zealand,” Jim Farley, professor of voca¬ 
tional nursing said. 

Students could learn more from their professor than 
just the subject they teach. If you’re not in a hurry to make 
it to another class, those few minutes after the lecture is 
over is a great time to introduce yourself to your professor 
or chat with him or her briefly. 

“I was actually about to leave for school in South Da¬ 
kota at Hot Rod Institute to build hot rods, classic cars 
and motorcycles when I got the job offer here at TJC,” 
Ryan Harrigan, head cheerleading coach at TJC said. “I 
have met the last 4 presidents all because of cheerleading, 
as well as 3 of the last 4 Secretaries of State, multiple Joint 
Chiefs, and Secretaries of the Navy, the Commandant of 
the Marine Corps, and 2 Medal of Honor Recipients.” 
Harrigan said. 



CLEAN 


continued from page 4 
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THE JANITORIAL STAFF 

encourages students to 
participate in a cleaner 
campus. Bertha Duran 
sweeps the Apache Junc¬ 
tion cafeteria on the first 
floor of Rogers Student 
Center. 


Students around campus recognize that 
we do have a clean campus. The main problem 
seems to be in the residential halls where stu¬ 
dents fail to keep the halls clean, adding more 
work for the cleaning crew. 

Marivel Ramos, a sophomore studying 
dental hygiene and also a former resident in 
Bateman Hall explains, “People think that since 
they are not at home anymore they can trash the 
place.” 

Confessing that students and residents of 
the hall would leave trash everywhere, along 
with a mess. 

Our student athletes speak out about how 
they are willing to contribute to help around in 
the residential halls. 

Speaking for Claridge Hall is TJC soccer 
player Ousmane Sangary. 

“It would be helpful for students who live 
in the dorms to have one day out of the month 
to clean out their rooms, bathrooms. All trash 
in general, like a spring cleaning,” said Sangary. 

It is no lie that the mens football dorms can 
get a little messy, and it is not only up to the 
cleaning crew to clean after them. 

TJC football players Dadrian Franklin 
wide receiver, Savion Brown corner back, Mi¬ 
chael Coleman safety and Mote Malle defensive 
tackle speak up about Sledge hall. 

“Set up trash cans, almost in every corner,” 
said Franklin, “That’s what we really need, is 
more trash cans.” 

The students athletes agree if more people 
threw away their own trash it would cause fewer 
problems. 

The cleaning crew can only do so much. 
They are only responsible for cleaning certain 
hall ways of the residential halls, stair cases, and 
lobbies, not rooms or students doorway. 

Mary Lane has been at TJC for five years 
and is in charge of cleaning the residential halls. 

“Pick up after yourself. Students move fur¬ 
niture around and don’t move it back where it 
belongs, and that is not part of our job,” said 
Lane. 

Trash seems to be a huge issue in all resi¬ 
dential halls. In every hall there is a trash can in 
the main lobby and there is a dumpster near all 
the halls. 

“Students need to learn to take out their 
personal trash to the dumpster not throw it 
neither in the lobby nor in the trash can in the 
' laundry rooms,” said Maria Hernandez, a three 
year janitor. 

Two of the members of the cleaning crew, 


mess. 


In every bathroom there are small trashcans 
and a big trash can. All it takes is for everyone 
to throw away their own trash, not leave it lying 
around. 

Dumpsters are located outside of every 
building. TJC has 12 dumpsters that get picked 
up daily except for Sundays. Out of all the 
dumpsters, 7 out of the 12 are completely full 
every day. 

According to Leticia Galaz, assistant for 
the GCA, there are approximately 100 trash 
cans around TJC. These trash cans are emp¬ 
tied out 2 to 3 times a week except for the ones 
around Pirtle, Rogers Student Center, and the 
library. The trash cans that are mainly used are 
being emptied every day. 

In the past month, TJC went through 40 
cases of trash bags with 10-20 rolls in each case. 

For more ideas on how to help keep our 
campus clean please submit your opinion to our 
website at mytjcnews.com. 
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campus SCENE- 


NEW SPACE SUIT PRESENTED 
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NASA’S NEW SPACE SUIT 

Presented by Cody Kelly, 
an astronaut space suit 
engineer, in the Apache 
rooms on Wednesday 
Feb 19. This suit is a 
prototype for emergency 
occurances during shuttle 
flights. Time Magazine 
named it one of the best 
inventions of 2012. 



COMING SOON 


continued from page 4 


Applicants automatically put on the Waiting List will pay the $100 one-time non-refund- 
able application-processing fee if they are assigned a room. After being placed, they have 10 days 
to paythe $100 non-refundable application-processing fee. If the $100 fee is not paid within 10 
days, the room will be assigned to the next applicant on the Waiting List. 

In the spring 2015 the residential director are going to start marking the cost for the new 
residential hall. Students will be able to apply for the new residential hall for the fall 2015. Any 
person interested in knowing more about the new residential building should go to Residential 
Life and Housing Director Auxiliary Services Diana Karol or call 903-510-2345. 


Olga Martinez a one year house keeper and 
Reyna Medina a three year house keeper sug¬ 
gested that in the floor meetings hosted in every 
hall it should be encouraged for the students to 
know how important it is to throw away their 
own trash. 

“It needs to be enforced in the meetings,” 
said Martinez. 

They would also appreciate it if when stu¬ 
dents saw them cleaning the floors, for example 
moping and sweeping if students would move 
out of their way. 

‘”It makes our job harder when people are 
all over the area where we are cleaning,” said 
Medina. 

Bertha Duran works as house keeping in 
the cafeteria from 7 in the morning until 12:30 
p.m. every day. She has been at TJC for five years 
and she explained it doesn’t take much to help 
make her job a lot easier. 

“Try not to throw food or drinks on the 
floor or leave a mess of leftover food along with 
an excessive use of napkins on the table,” said 
Duran, “Be more careful.” 

Victor Palacios is in charge of cleaning the 
showers and bathrooms in the OHP center. 

“Students leave their personal belongings 
everywhere. Shampoo and conditioner contain¬ 
ers everywhere along with trash,” said Palacios. 

Most faculty, students, and members of the 
cleaning crew could agree that the bathrooms at 
TJC are the worse when it comes to trash and 
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GET YOUR SHINE ON Theater majors Anita Aguirre (back) and Christine Pinsky (front) adjust lighting in Wise Theater. 

If you build if, 
fliey will come 

An intimate look at the men and women behind the 
scenes of “Sweeney Todd" 


By Kevin Ramos 

Online Editor 

Dramatic and musical theater have captivated audi¬ 
ences for centuries. While most of the acclaim comes from 
the magic that takes place on the stage, without the men 
and women behind the scenes, nothing would be possible. 

“Every director is always trying to find a different approach, 
their approach, their interpretation of it,’’said Director of “Swee¬ 
ney Todd” Becky Faulds-Howard. “I had to convey that, what I 
have up here (her brain), into reality and physicality for the set 
and then the lighting, the moods and the tones you want to cre¬ 
ate with that.” 

Doubling as the costume designer, Howard looks to infuse 
the world of “Sweeney Todd” with a 1970s punk clothing style to 
set it apart from previous iterations. With this choice in costume 
design, she is careful to not impose a style just because she wants 
to do it. 

“You still have to think of it in context of the play and the 
story that you want to tell. The costumes, the lighting, the set de¬ 
sign are there to enhance it,” said Howard. “It’s still all about the 
story. It’s still all about the characters...If they are only talking 
about the costumes, something is wrong. You want them to have 
the whole experience.” 

Over at Wise Auditorium, Technical Director Denise 
Weatherly-Green is hard at work getting the stage ready for 
“Sweeney Todd’s” opening night. 

“I can design on paper but that doesn’t matter. What really 
matters is how it (the play) comes to life and how it works with 


everything else,” said Green. 

Green has taught it all from acting to lighting to set design 
in her 20 years as a theatre professor. For the upcoming “Sweeney 
Todd”, she is in charge of all the design and construction of the 
set and making sure it all comes together before the Demon Bar¬ 
ber makes his way to TJC. 

Upon entering the auditorium, echoes of hammers pound¬ 
ing away at nails bounce against the walls. Drills dance with 
screws, twisting and digging into the wood. Up in the rafters, 
the floorboards creak from students making adjustments to the 
spotlights. 

The buzz in the scene is no different than a busy beehive. 
The workers all know their roles and execute them with utmost 
dedication; each providing for the colony their own way. 

“If you know how to cut a puzzle and put a puzzle together, 
no matter what, you can do just about anything,” said Green. 

According to Green, lighting is one of the key components 
of a successful production. 

“I think lighting creates the heartbeat of the show. It creates 
mood. No matter what I do for scenery, it’s not complete without 
lighting,” said Green. 

For Lighting Director Jacob Davis, growing up in the pan¬ 
handle of Texas, the luminance of the sun lit the path that led 
him to fall in love with light. 

“I remember all of the sunrises and the sunsets and just the 
beauty of the sky,” said Davis. “Even though I wasn’t looking at it 
as a kid in that way, I think it made such an impact on me, that 

— see BACKSTAGE/wge 7 — 


Are your study habits dangerous? 
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BEATS AND BOOKS Business major Toan Nguyen listens 
to some jams in the library while studying for an upcom¬ 
ing assignment. 


By Sarah Trexler 

Verve Editor 

Tables and computers are occupied by Tyler Junior College 
students researching information for their latest homework as¬ 
signment. Focused on studying, they gaze at their textbooks in a 
trance and surround themselves with notes spread on the table. 
More students than not have headphones on, drowning out the 
background noise. Some students are in a personal cubical, head¬ 
phone free but still distracted by the natural sound of a heater 
turning on or the beep from a book being scanned for rental. 
The all too familiar vibration of a cell phone on a hard surface, 
prompting a notification or incoming call is everywhere. 

For years, there have been debates on the pros and cons of 
listening to music while studying or doing homework. 

“If you like music and you’re bored studying, music may 
make a situation more enjoyable, but this doesn’t mean it’s more 
effective,” psychology professor Clint Selman said. “Most people 
think it hefps, but studies have shown that it does not.” 


Photo by Sarah Trexler 

MUSIC FOR THE SOUL Students seeking privacy zone 
everything out in the library to study. 


Some students still think that listening to music while hit¬ 
ting the books is an effective way to memorize information, even 
after looking over the facts. Rachel Lacy, TJC student and com¬ 
puter science major, is at a desk studying for her trigonometry 
test. 

“I feel like when I’m reading or writing, I retain information 
better while listening to music. I zone in,” Lacy said. 

TJC nursing student Laila Ahmed Us tens to music while 
studying, but with a low volume and very few lyrics throughout 
the tracks. While studying for her medical terminology class, 
among other beginning nursing courses, Ahmed feels she retains 
information better and has increased productivity and concen¬ 
tration when listening to music rather than studying in silence. 

Selman continuously emphasizes the importance of a quiet 
environment while reading and studying. 


How sweet it is: 
Pocket Tangerine 

TJC students form a band and spread 
sunshine throughout the community 


By Chloe Hodge 

Staff Writer 

Many Tyler Junior College students spend their 
Wednesday nights at Lago del Pino [Lago], in search 
of free entertainment. Lago, located off Spur 364 in 
Tyler, provides great entertainment for the under- 
21-year-old student looking for a stress-free mid¬ 
week outing. Tire restaurant also provides a stage for 
introducing emerging local bands to the public. The 
crowd is composed of many students from UT Tyler 
and TJC, making Lago even more of an attraction for 
young adults. The atmosphere sends relaxing vibes as 
the lights are dimmed for the performers to play their 


When the local band, Pocket Tangerine, stepped 
up to the microphone on Open-Mic Night recently 
at Lago, the audience was anxious to hear how the 
band would sound. Composed of seven members, 
Pocket Tangerine is a band formed by TJC students 
doing what they love most- delighting the crowd with 
a series of grooves and rhythms. Shiloh McGraw, TJC 
music major and lead guitarist of Pocket Tangerine, 
enjoys performing for residents of East Texas because 
he feels the band provides spectators with unique per¬ 
formances. 

“We like to arrange songs that are entertaining to 
the general audience. We are a bunch of nerds, so we 
cover Star Wars music and the theme from Inspector 
Gadget,” said McGraw. “We also cover stuff like ‘Seven 
Nation Army’ [by The White Stripes], and other dif¬ 
ferent popular songs. But, we try to make [the songs] 
into our own style, basically giving the pop music the 
essence of jazz music.” 

The band captures that jazzy essence through the 
instruments they use. The rhythm is produced by the 
guitar, bass, and drums. 

However, unlike many bands, Pocket Tangerine 
holds the melody with two saxophonists, a trumpet, an 
occasional trombone and a violinist, giving the audi¬ 
ence a feel of their unique talent. Crowds surrounded 
the band as they performed songs such as the theme 
from Tetris and other entertaining hits that the audi¬ 
ence could relate to. 

The music played by the bassist set the perfect 
mood for dancing, while other spectators sat back and 
listened and simply enjoyed the show that the TJC 
students put on. Lago emplovees tapped their feet to 
the unique sounds the band made. 

“There is no other band like this in Tyler,” said 
Chris Smith, guitarist for local band, White Lighter. 

“They have one of the best local bassists that I’ve 
ever heard,” another audience member said. 

When the band was finished performing their 
jazzy versions of well-known songs, audience mem¬ 
bers wanted even more, shouting cheers for an encore. 

Having a huge crowd provides motivation to the 
band members. McGraw said the larger an audi¬ 
ence is, the more comfortable he and his fellow 

performers get. 

“The energy just clicks when there 
Kis a lot of people,” said McGraw. “The 
first time that we...played together as 
f M a band in a public setting, we per- 

f a formed inside [of Lago]. 
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Scent association 

- Chewing a specific flavor of gum, or smelling a 
certain scent can help recall information 

Study with a cup of Joe 

- Researchers at Johns Hopkins University dis¬ 
covered caffeine works as a memory enhancer 

Split up study time 

- Try studying in chunks the week of a test 
rather than cramming the day before 

Speak up 

- Reading material out loud combines audi¬ 
tory and verbal sensory making memorization 
stronger 
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that’s what just kind of subconsciously, I mean my art form, the 
way that I could outlet my emotions, was through lighting.” 

Once a TJC student, now a theater professor since 2010, 
Davis will be running all 220 lights that will help create the stark 
atmosphere of “Sweeney Todd”. 

According to Davis, the lighting only works once sets 
and costumes are complete. It isn’t until tech rehearsal, three 
days before the play starts, that the play comes to life and all 
the kinks are worked out. This allows Davis to see everyone 
in costume, all the built sets, and adjust the colors/in tensity 
of the lights accordingly, for example, the color of blood may 
come off purple if a blue light is too intense. 

“The lighting designer has to be the most prepared out 
of anyone there. They have to know what they are doing and 
be ready to go,” said Davis. “There’s no time for error.” 

According to music major Taylor Collins, looking at 
the bare stage at the beginning of the semester was over¬ 
whelming. After all the hard work and “Sweeney Todd” soon 
opening, she shares her feelings of the crew that made it all 
possible. 

“I love it. It makes you feel like you are part of a family 
and I don’t want to leave.” 

“Sweeney Todd: Demon Barber of Fleet Street” opens 
Feb. 26 and runs through March 1 in Wise Auditorium at 
TJC. Tickets can be reserved at the box office or at the door 
for $10 for adults and $5 for students and seniors. 
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THE DRESS FITS Theater 
ajor Holley Garrison steps 
the role of Ms. Lovette 
s Director Howard zips her 
P- 
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BAND 

- continued from page 6 


“As soon as we started playing, the crowd gathered up 
in front of us and it was awesome. It gave us a chance to 
show our individual musicianship.” 

Balancing full-time classes with practice time has not 
been an issue for the members of Pocket Tangerine. 

“[All of the fellow band members] are driven by learn¬ 
ing more about music whether it be directly in classes ... 
at TJC or through traveling and playing with fellow musi¬ 
cians,” McGraw said. “The education will definitely not 
stop because we still have a desire to gain more and more 
knowledge.” 

The band generally performs at Lago del Pino and 
Shogun of Japan, located on N. Broadway,.For a schedule 
of upcoming live performances, check out the Pocket Tan¬ 
gerine Facebook page. 

Their next performance will be at the APEX Theatre 
20s “Bohemian Variety Show”on Saturday, Feb. 22 at 7:30 

p.m. 

Tickets are five dollars and can be bought at the door 
or online at apextheatre20.com/tickets. 

Best dress is requested for the event, in celebration of 
Oscar season. 

The APEX Theatre is located at 20 potter place, be¬ 
hind the historic Energy building on Front Street. 

The “Bohemian Variety Show” will feature music, art, 
poetry and comedy. 

For more information about the event or the APEX 
Theatre, call (903) 740 -5387. 


continued from page 6 
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A LONG DAY’S WORK Head 
phones lay slung over a stack 
of books in the library 


“Interference from anything tends to detract from memory and processing of written or verbal material. The best thing to do is 
minimize interference as a whole.” 

A study in the scientific journal Nature in 1993 described the “Mozart Effect.”This theory states that listening to classical music 
can enhance short-term mental tasks like memorization. Selman disagrees, saying any type of music is a distraction for the brain. 

“Our brains don’t work in isolation ... we can’t have more than one conscious thought at a time. We can jump back and forth 
between the thoughts, but will only be able to really focus on one thing at a time.” 

Selman said that in certain situations, like a loud dorm room, music can be a buffer to tune out distractions. 




Featured this month for Back To School 


Apartment reviews for affordable student housing! 
Price List 
Photo Gallery 
and helpful Google Maps 








WISE AUDITORIUM 

THEATRE BOX OFFICE OPENS FEB. 19 | CALL 903-510-2212 
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MAY NOT BE APPROPRIATE FOR OUR YOUNGER PATRONS 




is now ONLINE! 
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[C fheatre arid Music Departments present 


The 


By Stephen Sondheim 
Libretto by Hugh Wheeler 
Stage Direction by Rebecca Faulds Howard 
Music Direction by Andrea Trent 


Scan the code or go to 

www.mytjcnews.com 

to read up on the latest news on campus. 
There is more to learn 
' and read about online... 
upcoming events, exams, and of course, 
anything and everything 









































Peak 

Daniel Brown, a freshman pitcher from 
Tyler, allowed only one hit and no runs while 
striking out 13 in the Apaches’2-0 victory against 
Frank Phillips College on Feb, 9. 
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TAKING THE NEXT STEP Former TJC outfielder Eric Weiss (sliding) will report to minor league training camp with the Los Angeles 
Angels of Anaheim on March 2. Weiss, who completed his college career at Texas A&M-Corpus Christi, was drafted by the Angels in 
the 35th round of last June's amateur draft. 

From TJC to the MLB 


Ex-Apache Weiss excited about chance with Angels 


Former Apaches drafted by MLB teams 

2013 

A.J. Porfirio, Toronto Blue Jays 

Eric Weiss, Los Angeles Angels 


Jason Jester, San Diego Padres 

1999 

Derek Clifton, Atlanta Braves 

2012 


Matt Johnson, Tampa Bay Rays 

1998 


Cody Sundbeck, Arizona Diamondbacks 

2004 


Brandon Pello, Florida Marlins 

1997 

Paco Escamilla, Cincinnati Reds 

2002 


Simon Beresford, Milwaukee Brewers 

1996 

Jared Wells, San Diego Padres 

Stephen Norris, St. Louis Cardinals 

John Michael Cline, Minnesota Twins 

Brandon Smith, Houston Astros 

2001 

1994 

Caleb Stewart, New York Mets 

Jason Layne, Kansas City Royals 

2000 

1993 

Jed Morris, Oakland Athletics 

Ben Bronson, Kansas City Royals 


BASEBALL 


By Nathan Wright 

Sports Editor 

Eight months ago, former TJC outfielder 
Eric Weiss was waiting by the phone for the 
call that would determine his future. 

On March 2, the ex-Apache, who was 
drafted by the Los Angeles Angels of Ana¬ 
heim last June, will report to his first profes¬ 
sional spring training camp. 

“It is different,” 
Weiss said. “You get so 
used to being at home. 
As soon as February 
starts, you start think¬ 
ing about it. I’m pretty 
anxious. I am ready to 
get out and show off 
what I can do.” 

However, his 
journey from Tyler to 
Anaheim hasn’t come 
without some uncer¬ 
tainty. He had to wait until the 35th round of 
last summer’s amateur draft to hear his name 
called and find out about his future. 

Weiss said that during his junior year at 
Texas A&M-Corpus Christi, he never talked 
to any pro scouts. But last spring, after a strong 
start to his senior season, he was contacted by 
the Colorado Rockies. 

However, it was the Angels that followed 
him throughout the season. He said he was 
getting a call every two or three weeks or the 
Angels’ scout was at one of his games. 

Once the draft started, he waited. And he 
waited. 

“It was nerve-racking,” Weiss said. “I told 


everyone I wasn’t nervous. I was following 
the draft pick by pick, but I knew if I was go¬ 
ing to get drafted, it was going to be in the last 
10 rounds. When it got to the 32nd, and 33rd 
rounds, I was starting to accept that it wasn’t 
meant to be. 

“Then I got a call from the scout that had 
been watching me. He told me to make sure 
I was following the draft because he thought 
they were getting ready to call my name. I got 
onto my computer and the 35th round started 
and my name was called.” 

He called it a dream come true and one 
of the best baseball moments of his career. 
But after the career he had at TJC and Texas 
A&M-Corpus Christi, he deserved at least a 
shot. 

Weiss hit .327 with 11 doubles, four tri¬ 
ples, four home runs and 42 RBIs during his 
senior season at Texas A&M-Corpus Christi, 


leading the team in on-base plus slugging per¬ 
centage (.880). 

A First-Team All-Southland Conference 
honoree, Weiss placed ninth in the conference 
in batting average, hitting safely in 46 of 57 
games. He did not commit an error over 157 
total chances in center field. 

While at TJC, Weiss posted a .401 bat¬ 
ting average with 73 RBIs and 35 stolen bases 
leading the Apaches to an overall two-year re¬ 
cord of 85-26 along with a NJCAA District 
C Championship (2010), NJCAA National 
Runner-Up (2010), and NJCAA District C 
Runner-Up (2011). 

“Everything about those two years (at 
TJC) was special,” Weiss said. “It was easily 
two of the best years I have had playing. Base¬ 
ball is supposed to be fun and it was. You aren’t 

— seeWElSSpage 9 — 



Sportsmanship: 
Is it still alive or 
is it a lost cause? 

As the Winter Olympics near an end, 
it has been easy to see why the games epito¬ 
mize the concept of sportsmanship. 

Images of losers congratulating winners, 
athletes hugging athletes (no matter what 
country there are from), competitors being 
gracious in defeat. 

It would appear that sportsmanship in 
professional sports is 
alive and well. 

Not so fast. 

Let’s rewind 
to late January’s 
NFC Champion¬ 
ship football game 
between the Seattle 
Seahawks and the 
San Francisco 49ers. 
After knocking away 
a pass at the end of 
the contest intended 
for San Francisco’s 
Michael Crabtree, 
Seattle’s Richard Sherman went on a tirade 
on national television. 

Sherman not only bragged about him¬ 
self, but also managed to squeeze in that 
Crabtree couldn’t even begin to compare to 
him as an athlete, in not-so-subtle verbage. 

The Seahawks’ defensive back later 
apologized for his actions, saying that he said 
the things he did in the heat of the moment 
and that he was showing his passion for the 
game. 

There are other ways to show passion 
than to go on a rant that will now live on 
forever thanks to the Internet. 

What about running up the score? 
Aledo high school attracted national atten¬ 
tion last fall when the team’s head coach was 
accused of bullying by running up the score. 

Just last week out in West Texas, the 
Wall High school girls basketball team de¬ 
feated Reagan County 76-9. 

Was that really necessary? 

There is a fine line between winning and 
winning big against a team that is inferior in 
talent, skill, size, etc. 

But you can’t tell your players not to play 
as hard as they can. 

In all four of the examples, a clear lack 
of sportsmanship was shown. But sports¬ 
manship can be interpreted in many ways. 

Also, media has always been quick to 
show and point out the negative aspects of it 
rather than the positive. 

It is more often that teams shake hands 
and congratulate each other following a 
hard-fought game then shout at each other 
or even brawl after the contest. But which 
image are you most likely to see? 

The last two weeks, however, have shown 
otherwise. The Olympics have always been a 
showcase of sportsmanship. 

So sportsmanship isn’t dead. You just 
have to look hard to find it. Or wait for an 
event in which the whole world is watching. 



Rock climbing gaining poplularity among college students 


By Hayley Cooper 

Staff Writer 

Elizabeth Groth doesn’t back 
away from a challenge - especially 
when that challenge is a towering 
rock formation that most people 
would find impossibly steep. 

Faced with such a challenge, 
Groth somehow finds the smallest 
cracks, crevices and ledges and us¬ 
ing strength and skill unravels the 
puzzle of how get to the top. 

For Groth, there’s nothing 
like the thrill of standing on the 
summit after a challenging climb. 

“I really enjoy rock climbing 
because of the feeling of accom¬ 
plishment I get after (climbing),” 
said Groth. “It’s cool to see a huge 


rock or mountain and think there’s 
no way you’d ever be able to climb 
it, then succeeding and getting to 
the top.” 

Groth, a senior at The Uni¬ 
versity of Texas at Tyler, is among 
a growing legion of rock climbers. 

Rock climbing is one of the 
fastest growing recreational ac¬ 
tivities in the United States. Rock 
climbing was among the Top 10 
outdoor activities that people tried 
for the first time in 2012, according 
to the 2013 Outdoor Participation 
Report commissioned by the Out¬ 
door Industry Association,. 

“I think people have begun to 
climb more because it is a fun and 
new way to challenge yourself and 
accomplish something physically,” 


said Sidney Wilder, a junior at the 
University of Georgia, who has 
been climbing most of her life. “It 
feels good to climb a route clean!” 

Wilder also has noticed the 
increase in popularity of rock 
climbing. “I think people are 
drawn to that lifestyle and the 
adrenaline associated with climb¬ 
ing also,” Wilder said. 

Groth said she began climb¬ 
ing when she was 8 when she faced 
a rock wall in a sporting goods 
store. “Then I realized I was actu¬ 
ally good at it. From there, I tried 
outdoor (climbing) and have been 
doing it ever since.” 

According to the Outdoor 
Participation Report, 5.5 percent 
of Americans 18 to 24 participate 


in rock-climbing. 

Climbers must be in the best 
physical fitness to be successful. 

“My favorite part about rock 
climbing is not only the physical 
fitness needed to be able to accom¬ 
plish a route, but also the level of 
mental engagement needed in or¬ 
der to climb. It takes a lot of think¬ 
ing and technique to be an efficient 
climber,” said Wilder. 

The equipment needed for 
climbing outdoor include a rope, 
carabiners (metal loops used as 
connectors), quick draws, harness¬ 
es, belay devices, top rope, ascend¬ 
ers, slings, specific climbing shoes, 
helmet, and a glove depending on 

— see CLIMBING page 9 — 



Women’s Basketball 

Feb. 22, 4 p.m., @ Bossier Parish CC 
Feb. 26, 5:30 p.m., vs. Jacksonville College 
March 1, 2 p.m., @ Kilgore College 



Feb. 22, 4 p.m., @ Bossier Paris CC 
Feb. 26, 7:30 p.m., vs. Navarro College 
March 1,4 p.m., @ Kilgore College 



UPCOMING TJC ATHLETICS: FEB./MARCH 2014 


Feb. 21.6 p.m., @ Arkansas Baptist 
Feb. 22, Noon, @ Arkansas Baptist 
(Doubleheader) 

Feb. 26, 1 p.m., vs. Weatherford College 
(Doubleheader) 

March 1, 1 p.m., @ Weatherford College 
(Doubleheader) 

March 3, 6 p.m. vs. UT-Tyler 
March 5,1 p.m. vs. Ranger College 
(Doubleheader) 
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Apaches come and go on National Signing Day 


FOOTBALL 


By Nathan Wright 

Sports Editor 


Courtesy Photo 

# 0N TO THE NEXT LEVEL On Feb. 5 in the Wagstaff Gymnasium, Apache football players 
(from left) Will Coleman, Caleb Williams, Wawa Leota, Davonte Davis and Caleb Brady 
signed their letters of intent to move on and play at Division I schools next season. 



National Signing Day began early at TJC 
on Feb. 5 as five Apache football players signed 
theif letters of intent to move on and play at 
Division I schools. 

The five - Will Coleman, Caleb Williams, 
Wawa Leota, Devante Davis and Caleb Brady 
- joined nine other mid-year signees that had 
already made their choices official. 

“We are very excited today because we 
have some of our own players that played for 
us that are signing,”TJC Head Football Coach 
Danny Palmer said. 

The signings were only the beginning of 
Palmer’s day as the coach spent the remainder 
of it receiving faxes from high school players 
that will be Apaches next fall. 

The morning, however, belonged to the 
five signees that were making their decisions 
official in Wagstaff Gym. 

Coleman, a defensive lineman from Tyler, 
signed with Mississippi State. Williams, a wide 
receiver from Tyler signed with Georgia South¬ 
ern. Leota, a defensive lineman from Euless, 
signed with Montana State. 

Devante Davis, a linebacker from Dallas, 
and Caleb Brady, an offensive lineman from 
Fort Worth, both signed with San Diego State. 

“This is a huge day for me and my family,” 
Davis said. “Especially with my story of being 
at the top, falling down and pulling myself back 
up. I am just really excited and really glad I got 
another shot.” 


Davis originally signed with Baylor out of 
high school and came to TJC before getting an¬ 
other shot at a Division I school with SDSU. 

“All the hard work I have put in since I 
graduated from high school, it is all starting to 
come into play,” Coleman said. “It is a blessing, 
getting a chance to play in the Southeastern 
Conference. 

“It has always been one of my dreams as a 
kid. I just want to thank TJC for giving me the 
opportunity to get there.” 

The high profile conference and the needs 
of the Bulldogs for his position are what drew 
Coleman to Mississippi State. He also will get 
the opportunity to contribute right away. 

“This is a huge accomplishment,” Williams 


said. “Going from high school, I broke my foot 
and thought everything was over, then I got an 
opportunity at TJC.” 

He credited his hard work and being pa¬ 
tient for getting the opportunity to play at a 
Division I school. 

“I have dreamed about this day ever since I 
was young,” Brady said. 

Several schools were after him, but Brady 
felt his best fit was at SDSU. The school was 
also the most aggressive in its recruiting. 

“I didn’t think I was going to make it to 
this day, but it came,” Leota said. “I am proud 
of myself.” 

Wawa said the people at Montana State 
made him feel like it was the best fit for him 


and his future. 

The five were part of one of the most suc¬ 
cessful TJC teams in recent years. The Apaches 
went 9-2 and won the Football Capital of Kan¬ 
sas Bowl. 

All were appreciative of the opportunity 
and experience that Coach Palmer and the staff 
gave them. 

“I am going to take Coach Palmer’s men¬ 
tality and spirit,” Brady said. “He always tells us 
not to give up, not to quit.” 

Coleman said that the bowl game is what 
he will remember the most from his time at 
TJC.The Apaches defeated Garden City Com¬ 
munity College 47-21. 

The big-game experience of that game 
should only help the players as they prepare to 
compete on a much bigger stage in Division I. 

TJC’s mid-year signees were Andre Sand¬ 
ers, who signed with Pittsburg State, Caleb 
Tuiasosopo with SMU, Conner Groom with 
Henderson State, Drew Sarvary with the Uni¬ 
versity of Florida, Frank Kee with TCU, Jeremy 
Miller with University of Nevada-Reno, Josh 
Reynolds with Texas A&M, Kennoa Iioka with 
TCU, Randy Price with Texas State and Ted- 
rick Tilley with Bacone College. 

Coach Palmer also said he was pleased 
with his class of incoming players, which fea¬ 
tured 45 high school players from East Texas 
and beyond. 

“I feel real good,” Palmer said. “I know we 
went heavy on defensive linemen and lineback¬ 
ers. We hope we got running back shored up 
and got a good quarterback. We felt real good 
about East Texas again. It seems to be a good 
group. Nobody is going to say they have a bad 
group but I think this is an excellent group.” 


Teams aim to improve on last year’s finishes 


GOLF 


By Olivia LeVoy 

Staff Writer 

The Tyler Junior College men and 
womens golf teams are at it again for the 
spring season, after the women placed fifth 
at Nationals and the men placed ninth last 
spring. 

The golf teams are “perennial Top 10 
programs,” said TJC Athletic Director Dr. 
Tim Drain. 

The golf teams this year have many 
players who are capable of winning a tour¬ 
nament by hitting the lowest score. 

“They are all stars. Our teams are that 
such anybody on the team is good enough 
to win the tournaments,” said, Head Coach 
Sandy Terry “All had their moments that 
they shined.” 

Returning players for the men are 
Charlie Campbell, Calvin Lackey, Ben Page, 
Brandon Rougeau and Jared Streeter. New 
players this season are Luke Fauss and Blake 
Stasiunas. 

Returning players for the women are 
Rebecca Bostrom, Kerbey Kipp, Bailey Mc- 
Crawley and Saraid Ruiz. No new players 
will be playing this season. 



Photo by Olivia LeVoy 

LINING IT UP Rebecca Bostrom works 
on her putting at a recent practice for 
the upcoming spring golf season. 

Both teams combined this season will 
compete in 12 tournaments. 

“Both have six tournaments including 
nationals,” said Coach Terry. “Womens na¬ 
tionals is in Daytona, Fla. and mens will be 
held in Plymouth, Ind.” 

The womens team is anticipating this 
season with tournaments, competing and 
Nationals being the excitement builders. 
Another is having a team this season that 
is bonded and being able to get back into 


‘tournament mode.’ 

Each team member has a different way 
to motivate himself or herself before each 
tournament. 

“I am very into music and have a special 
song,” said Bostrom. 

“Pm into singing and dancing,” said 
Ruiz. “As a team, we always hug each other.” 

“My teammates, it’s a family,” said 
Kipp. “We push each other to do our best 
and we enjoy playing with each other.” 

Each player has their own obstacles 
and challenges and they must overcome 
them however the individual chooses. 

Last season will have an effect on this 
season by having good chemistry within the 
team, being prepared and having more play¬ 
ing time. 

“They can expect us to try our hard¬ 
est and to never give up,” said McCawley. 
“Definitely go for it all.” 

“For us to go to Nationals, we are going 
to do it,” said Kipp. “We are going to try our 
hardest and we are going to make it.” 

Some have dreams of making golf a 
career, however this is not always the case 
since golf is a hobby to some. 

“I think they all want to move onto a 
Division I school, ... although some may 
not play golf,” said Coach Terry 


CLIMBING 

- continued from page 8 - 

the climber’s preference. 

If climbing a rock wall indoors, climbers only 
need a top rope, chalk, climbing shoes, a helmet and 
harness. 

Safety is a huge concern in rock climbing. 

“It took me a very long time to get comfortable 
while on the rock,” Groth said. “At first I was very 
scared, but I eventually got more comfortable and be¬ 
gan to lean back while climbing and felt more at ease.” 

Wilder said climbers take many precautions. 

“If you are the one climbing, you want to make 
sure your harness and helmet (if wearing) are on se¬ 
curely, as well as the knots and carabiners attached ap¬ 
propriately,” she said. 

“Safety is definitely a huge concern when climb¬ 
ing. You always want to make sure, if you are being 
belayed by someone, that they know you are climb¬ 
ing, clipping quick-draws, or anything like that. There 
are also certain commands you would need to know to 
ensure safety.” 

Rock climbers in East Texas usually have to go 
elsewhere to climb. 

“It was hard for me to routinely climb until XTC 
was built and included a rock climbing wall,” said Joel 
Zandstra, a climber in Tyler. “I always had to travel a 
few hours to go (climbing) but now its very conve¬ 
nient. 

XTC, located 7922 S Broadway Ave., in Tyler, is 
one of the only East Texas gyms with a rock-climbing 
wall. 



[ORNELAS HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION CENTER, GENTRY GYM] 

Sponsored by Tyler Junior College ™ 
Black Student Association 


IN THE MIX 
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WEISS 

- continued from page 8 - 

going to get anywhere without 
hard work. That was some¬ 
thing Coach (Doug) Wren 
always told us. He taught us to 
play as a team and to reach for 
our goals. 

“I wouldn’t be where I 
am today without those two 
years.” 

Before heading to Texas 
A&M-Corpus Christi to 
continue his collegiate career, 
Weiss played in the NJCAA 
Texas-New Mexico All Star 
Game, earned NJCAA All- 
American honors and named 
to the NJCAA Region XIV 
All-Academic Team. 

“Eric was a player that 
really came into his own dur¬ 
ing his time here,” TJC Head 
Coach Doug Wren said. “Eric 
worked extremely hard and 
was a team leader. He has 
natural leadership abilities and 
it was very evident from the 
beginning. 

“His statistics during his 
time here speak for his level of 
play, but it was the leadership 
that he brought on off the field 
that really elevated his game 
and others around him.” 

Now he gets the chance 
to prove his skills at the next 
level, but not at the position he 
expected. 

At Texas A&M-Corpus 
Christi, Weiss was mainly an 
outfielder, but when a catcher 
went out with an injury he 
filled in at that position. 

When the Angels’ scout 
followed him, he told him 
that he couldn’t draft him as 


an outfielder, but could as a 
catcher. Eager for any oppor¬ 
tunity, Weiss told him that 
wouldn’t be a problem. 

After he was drafted, he 
was assigned to play for the 
Arizona League Angels last 
summer and said it was every¬ 
thing he expected. 

“Once I was drafted, 
within a couple of weeks I flew 
to Tempe (Ariz.) to play with 
mostly newly drafted players. 
We practiced five to six times 
a week during the day and 
played games at night. It was 
sign your pro career as started. 
I just wanted to get better ev¬ 
ery day and start impressing 
coaches.” 

Now the former Apache 
is looking forward to his first 
spring training as a profes¬ 
sional with the hopes of mak¬ 
ing a roster and continuing to 
play the game he loves. 

One ofWeiss’ TJC team¬ 
mates, Jason Jester, was also 
drafted last June. He was 
picked in the 30th round by 
the San Diego Padres. 

However, the current 
Texas A&M Aggie opted to 
stay in school and play his 
senior season. He set the sin¬ 
gle-season saves record at the 
school and is looking to be¬ 
come the program’s all-time 
saves leader this spring. 

Once his senior season 
is over, he will again be an¬ 
ticipating a call in June during 
the draft and if he plays to his 
potential, he likely won’t have 
to wait until the 30th round. 
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The Apache Pow Wow 
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Experience A&M-Cornmerce. 


TYLER JUNIOR 

COLLEGE GRADS 


New opportunities 


T h e r e a re na limits 
to what you can achieve. 


Transfer students moving from Tyler Junior College associate degrees 
into baccalaureate programs at A&M-Commerce have a world of 
opportunities ahead. 

AllTJC graduates are eligible for: 


SCHOLARSHIPS Z $1,000 !=“ 

Special thanks to Smith County alumni who make these scholarships possible. 

AND 


transfer SCHOLARSHIPS ? 0 P $2,000 

*Dependent upon GPA 


with 45 

transferable hours. 


TEXAS A&M 

UNIV E R 
( O M M { 


ta muc.ed u/Money4TJ C Grads 

f TAMUC 0 TAMUC 
If TAMUC @ LionsMedia 
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Distractions 
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“Sure, pal, whatever you say. 
Ha ha! The salmon is fresh.” 
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There’s an App for That., 




Cracked Lite 

The Cracked Reader (Lite) combines all of the mind 
blowing facts, pop culture analysis, and info-graphics that 
have made Cracked.com the fastest growing humor site 
on the internet. It is easy to navigate, has a fast loading 
feed, Video and photo feeds, Photoplasty and so much 
more! 



Perfect365 

Perfect365 has made it easier to achieve the perfect look 
seen on magazine covers and web sites with personal 
photos. Features such as erasing blemishes, whitening 
teeth or make it a total makeover. 

Key Features: makeover on the go, pre-designed beauty 
styles, advanced face detection, customaization, and 
sharing features. 

LEGO® Movie Maker 

Simple tools and guides make it easy to shoot, edit, and 
even score your movie with music. LEGO Movie Maker 
works on iPhone, iPod Touch and iPad devices with cam¬ 
era and supports operating systems of iOS5 and up. 

Features: Add & delete frames to your movie, music or 
sound effects, color filters, title cards, it can be saved to 
camera roll, or shared on YouTube 


KLTV Weather 

This app includes local forecast, radar, and current weath¬ 
er conditions for east Texas, including Tyler, Longview, 
Henderson, Athens, Marshall, Carthage, Mineola, and the 
rest of the KLTV 7 viewing area. 

Features: Interactive map with vertical and horizontal 
display, color coded weather alerts arranged by severity, 
integrated GPS for current location awareness, and 10 
day forecasts with both daily and hourly detail. 


— 


— 




Reviews by Apache Pow 




Check out our Sale Rack 

Get Ready for Spring Break! 

Great selection ofTJC sportswear 

Our friendly, knowledgeable staff will make your 
shopping fast, easy and hassle-free. 

Value, Convenience, Selection...We Have It All! 


COLLEGE BOOKS 


Your Off - Campus Store 
For Your On - Campus Needs 
1232 E. 5th Street 
903-592-4112 
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Complete the grid 
so each row, 
column and 
3-by-3 box 
(In bold borders) 
contains every 
digit, 1 to 9. 

For strategies gn 
how to solve 
Sudoku, visit 
www.sudoku.org.uk 
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Student/Employee 
lanyard Policy: 

1. Lanyards must be worn 
around the neck while 
on campus, and the 
ID card must be clearly 
visible at all times, unless it 
should be removed for safety 
reasons or an approved ADA 
variance. 

2. Any lanyard is acceptable, 
but it must be similar in 
design and worn in the ( 
same manner as the official 
college lanyard. The color of the 
lanyard is not critical. 

3. No one will be allowed into class 
without wearing his or her ID/ 
lanyard. 

4. Students who do not have their ID/ 
Lanyards may pick up a Day Pass at 
the Campus Safety Office, Campus 
Safety Substation located at the 
Rogers Student Center or from a 
TJC Ambassador. The first Day Pass 
each semester is free of charae. For 
all subsequent Day Passes a $5.00 
cost recovery charge will be billed to 
the student’s account. 

5. Employees may 
obtain a Day ID/ 

Lanyard from their 
respective Dean’s or 
Director’s office. 

HHSHHHBHHHHHHRHHHHHHbhhhi 


) 













































































































Page 12 | Friday, February 21, 2014 


The Apache Pow Wow 
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Preparing for doomsday has become 
increasingly popular in East Texas 

It takes more than just a few canned goods and a reliable water supply 
to be classified as a prepper. With the rise of popular disaster shows like The 
Walking Dead and ABC’s Revolution, it’s easy to see how popular the idea of 
prepping for a disaster has become. Featured on the reality series Doomsday 
Preppers, Americans can see right into a self-proclaimed prepper’s stocked sup¬ 
ply closet and their personal choices of fire arms and ammo. Although prepping 
haB been around for as long as civilization, the popularity has risen drastically in 
just the past couple of years. According to an article from Texas Prepping Net¬ 
work, there are now over 3.7 million preppers in the United States. 

“Coming from a family of preppers, I think prepping in today’s uncertain 
times is a responsible and very wise thing to do,” Shannon Rivers, a novelist, fall 
2014 student of TJC and mother of two said. “For Christmas, my dad gave each 
of us girls a survival backpack he had put together. It had emergency blankets, 
a flashlight, first aid kit, a water filtration straw, just all sorts of things. It is defi¬ 
nitely the start of my prepping gear.” 

No two preppers are the same, and reasons for prepping differ among each 
individual. Among the reasons people are rapidly prepping, is the fear of an 
economic collapse, unemploy¬ 
ment worries and a natural di¬ 
saster. Other concerns of this 
prepper movement include a 
widespread pandemic, nuclear 
fallout or terrorist attack. 

“In the world we live in 
today I feel things have never 
been more uncertain. Not only 
do I feel that the government 
is incapable of taking care of 
the people, I feel they are part 
of the problem,” Roger Craig, 
an avid prepper and follower of 
the East Texas Prepping group 
said. “It encompasses being se¬ 
cure in not just ones physical 
needs but also peace of mind 
knowing you have secured your 
future.” 

American Preppers Net¬ 
work suggests a few starting 
items for a novice prepper on 
their website. The American 
Preppers Network, or APN, ex¬ 
ists to help people who want to 

become more prepared. The most important items listed on their website are a 
continuous water supply, 3 months worth of food, and a reliable shelter. 

Award winning author, Harry Turtledove, wrote a book named Supervol¬ 
cano Eruption. This book covers the aftermath of the eruption of the supervol¬ 
cano in Yellowstone National Park and the global consequences that could occur. 
This same idea was mentioned in an article written in December on National 
Geographic’s website. Some preppers fear this overdue eruption of the under¬ 
ground supervolcano to be a major reason to prep. Scientists predict th^it when 
the Yellowstone supervolcano does eventually erupt, it will cause North America 
to be covered in ash and cities will no longer be habitable. This could potentially 
mean wiping out the center portion of the United States, if not the whole U.S. 
completely. 

“While it is scientifically proven that Yellowstone is due to erupt, I think 
that an economic collapse is more likely to occur, leading to hyper inflation, 
higher crime, and a lack of essential life-sustaining goods,” Ryan Banks, a gradu¬ 
ate student and active prepper from Tyler said. 

For those interested, The National Geographic website has a survey to check 
your own prepping score. Included in the survey are your current water source, 
food storage, amount of weapons and number of people in your group. The end¬ 
ing score informs the prepper how many months (or weeks) they are prepared for. 
You then can compare your score with other prepper’s scores from the popular 
show Doomsday Preppers. Check it out at http://channel.nationalgeogra|)hic. 

com/channel/dooms- 
day-preppers/ 
interactives/how- 
prepped-are-youl/ 

The APN link 
is http://american- 
preppersnetwork. 


Photos by Melissa Renick 

PREPPING SUPPLIES This storage closet packed full of canned 
goods, supplies and food is a necessity for anyone preparing for a 
disaster. For many, ammunition is an essential part of prepping sup¬ 
plies. (Pictured Bottom) 









































